Meandering & Mysteries | a Runcorn walk

This less than two mile circular walk on designated footpaths starts at Runcorn Town Hall. The height climb is moderate
and the route crosses one busy road - but only if you wish to look at Sprinch Yard and Big Pool, so take extra care there.
Although not all roads are marked on this map, we think there’s enough to help you keep on track. If you have access to
the internet as you walk then you could listen to the Oral Histories as you go along, but if not then have a listen at

home - just type the name into the search box - there’s some great stories. We hope you have a great walk . . .
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| Halton continues to evolve and change even today. As
our Working Lives project has taken shape there have
been major works on both sides of the river for a new

View of Boston Grange, H Crowther. 1919

RUNCORN TOWN HALL and the area around has
changed significantly in the years from the rural scene
shown in the painting above. Built as a private family
home, Halton Grange was sited on land that had previ-
ously grown oats, potatoes, wheat & clover, according to
tithe map records. The following dates list some of the
key changes that have taken place:

1854 - Thomas Johnson buys the land to build his home
1856 - Halton Grange completed for the Johnson’s
The formal gardens are designed and laid out by
Edward Kemp and documented in his book:
How to lay out a Garden, published 1858
1871 - Sold to Charles Hazlehurst
1904 - Leased to Francis Boston
1909 - Sold to Francis Boston, renamed Boston Grange
1929 - Francis Boston dies, house & grounds auctioned
1931 - Local builders Clare & Ryder purchase part
of the grounds to the north and build houses
1932 - Runcorn Urban District Council buy the property
and remaining land and convert to offices
1965 - Office building significantly extended

PEEPING INSIDE . ..

Runcorn Town Hall opens its doors to the public on the
first Saturday of December each year and we encourage
you to have a look inside. Much of the Civic collection
is on display in the Mayors Parlour, and there are many
paintings and prints on the walls of the grand rooms in

the original building.

Visits at other times are by arrangement.
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RUNCORN | Place

In 1887 Charles Nickson wrote an account of
Runcorn in which he said, ‘the more ancient parts

of the town are dull and dingy, the streets are cramped
and crooked, and the houses small and shapeless.
Huge chimney shafts, rising from the centres of
industry, throw their outlines on the gray horizon,

and smoke drifts blacken the sky. The river . . .

once a pure pellicid stream now flows:

Dank and foul, dank and foul,

By the smoky town and its murky cowl;
Foul and dank, foul and dank,

By whartf and sewer and slimy bank’.

The proximity of water combined with transported
raw materials of salt and coal, the key ingredients for
alkali manufacture, contributed greatly to the appear-
ance of the area, yet it also provided much needed
employment. As improvements in waterways, docks,
railways links and road networks took place, these
extended the reach of Runcorn products around the
world. In the 1951 booklet, ‘Looking Back for the
Festival of Britain’, it is stated that by the c20th
quarries, chemical laboratories and other spheres of
industry and human activity allowed Runcorn to lay
claim to fame for leather and medical supplies
reaching to far flung corners of the world. It notes
that Runcorn can claim the origin of Nylon - maybe
this is our first mystery?

bridge crossing. Construction methods have changed
significantly and Health & Safety rules have changed
too, ensuring workers are better protected. No doubt

this place will continue to change moving forward ...

HISTORY or MYSTERY?

Whilst any information presented about a place and
its people is fascinating to read, there are some things
which we may not all agree with, some may be seen
as inaccurate, or found to be confusing. A place is as
much full of mystery as it is history and we hope by
giving you snippets and teasers we can encourage you
to find out more about Halton and its heritage . . .
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HALTON HERITAGE PARTNERSHIP
is a collaboration between public & community history
and heritage organisations in the Borough of Halton.

In 2014 we were awarded HLF funding to develop
our newly formed partnership with an exciting project:
WORKING LIVES | WORKING TOGETHER. The
website www.haltonheritage.co.uk launched in 2016.

This walk route and map has been researched and de-
signed by Project Artist Jeni McConnell using images
and information from our partner organisations. It was
tested with some lovely local people who walked the

route during September 2016 for Heritage Open Days.

The partnership will continue to strengthen its practice
of working together to develop a heritage vision and
focus for Halton Borough through new projects and
public events. To find out more please see our website.

GETTING THERE:
Runcorn Town Hall, Heath Road, Runcorn, WA7 5TN
haltontransport.co.uk | sustrans.org.uk

CONTACT US:
www.haltonheritage.co.uk | haltonheritage(@gmail.com
facebook/HaltonHeritagePartnership | @haltonheritage

RESEARCH & DESIGN:
Jeni McConnell | www.jenimcconnell.com
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RUNCORN | People

KATHY SCHOFIELD#*

Starting work in 1971, Kathy had job options and
chose to join ICI as a Lab Assistant, she was one

of very few women in the post then. The facilities
were good and staff were treated well. They used

to make tea and coffee in the labs, something that
you wouldn’t be able to do now for Health & Safety
reasons. Later in her career Kathy retrained to teach
science at St Edwards Primary School in Runcorn. In
2004 she was awarded Science Teacher of the Year.

EDWARD ROBERT KORTENS (1886-1915)
In 1911, 24 year old Edward Robert and his younger
brother Peter, aged 18 were both Watermen and their
father was the Dock & Pier Master, all working for
the Manchester Ship Canal Company. When war
broke out in 1914, Edward’s skills and knowledge of
working on water helped him enlist with RNVR Nel-
son as an Able Seaman. Less than a year later, during
the naval operations in the Dardenelles campaign he
was declared missing and later confirmed as having
died on 13/7/1915, aged 24. His name is listed on the
Helles Memorial, one of the 20,763 men lost during
the Gallipoli campaign who died and have no known
grave. His name is also listed on the Runcorn War
Memorial on Greenway Road.

TERRY BURNS*

One of the significant landmarks visible in Halton

is the Silver Jubilee Bridge. Built in 1961 it was a
major building project that employed many people
and vastly improved the transport link across the
water from the original transporter bridge. Terry was
one of the construction men on the project, some
may say bravely, and some foolishly, he was the first
person to cross from Widnes to Runcorn by jumping
between the nearly connected sections. We’re pretty
sure we won’t hear of stories like this on the new
bridge construction!

*Oral History recording: through our Working Lives
project we have recorded many oral histories, some
of which are hinted in this leaflet. To listen go to our
website www.haltonheritage.co.uk and search for the
name of the person.
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