
 

HALTON’S HERITAGE OPEN DAYS  

Friday 13th – Sunday 22nd 

September 2019 

Visit www.haltonheritage.co.uk for online listings of Halton’s events. 



 Halton’s Heritage 

Heritage Open Days is an annual, national event that sees groups, 

organisations and buildings open up their heritage treasures to the public. 

All events and activities which run as part of the Heritage Open Days 

programme are FREE to attend, so what’s not to love? 

This brochure tells you what heritage events are happening in Halton as 

part of this national celebration. From guided 

tours to pop-up museums, there are lots of 

heritage activities for people of all ages and 

interests to explore across the borough. Take a 

look and see what you can discover… 



Halton borough has a unique history and is home to a great variety of 

organisations and groups who care passionately about local heritage. 

Halton Heritage Partnership brings these groups together to work 

collaboratively, to share their knowledge, their collections, and their 

enthusiasm for Halton’s history with people across the borough and 

beyond. You can find out more about their activities and view the 

Partnership’s online heritage collection including artefacts, trails, creative 

interpretations and much more at: www.haltonheritage.co.uk 

The Halton Heritage Partnership were awarded Heritage Lottery Funding 

to mark the centenary of WWI. Those who died during WWI are 

commemorated on various cenotaphs across the borough of Halton, but 

this project focused on recognizing those who returned after the war. It 

aims to help build awareness among the community and in local schools of 

heroism and crucially the life stories of those who survived the war and 

what their life was like afterwards. We have gathered together stories of 

people from Widnes, Runcorn, Moore and Daresbury within a new booklet 

which will be available from some of the Heritgae Open Day venues. 

Alternatively contact the Halton Heritage Partnership for a copy.  

Email: haltonheritage@gmail.com  

Halton Heritage Partnership 
Working together to bring Halton’s heritage to life 

Halton’s Gallant Heroes  



 

Widnes RUFC - The Wids  
Tuesday 3rd Sept, 6:00pm – 

7:30pm 

Widnes Library, Widnes  WA8 

7QT  

 

A talk by Widnes RUFC (The 

Wids). Celebrating 60 years at 

Heath Road and presenting a 

new video and book covering all of the decades since 1959. 

People Power! A talk by 

Runcorn and District
IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
Tuesday 10th Sept,  

6:00pm - 7:30pm  

Halton Lea Library, Runcorn, 

WA7 2PF. 

www.halton.gov.uk/libraries  

 

A fascinating talk from Runcorn 

and District Historical Society taking us on a journey through the societies, 

organisations and community groups that the people of Runcorn have formed 

over the years. Join us to celebrate People Power in Runcorn. 

Free, please book online via the library website or at any Halton Library. 
 
RDHS Open Evening Fri 13 Sept 7:00pm - 9:00pm with photo display and archive material
St John's Church Hall, Weston Village, Runcorn. Free entry. Refreshments available. 
 



 

Guided tours of the church and 

Historic Village of Farnworth. Church 

tours on request. Village tours 

11:00am  and 2:00pm. Displays of the Three Bishops of Farnworth William 

Smythe, Richard Barnes and Richard Bancroft 

Photographic Pioneers; Driffield and Hurter 

Tea / Coffee and light lunches available. 

People of Power  

St Marie’s Heritage Group will be coming together with 

former parishioners, school attendees and fans of local history to reminisce 

and play tribute to the boys and men who played rugby at St Marie’s School & 

Parish in Widnes.  

Did your father, brother, grandfather or friend play, coach or get involved 

with rugby for St Marie’s? If so, we’d love to hear your memories of them.  

Attendees are invited to bring along photographs or artefacts which will be 

projected onto a big screen so that they can be enjoyed by everyone in 

attendance.  

Places are limited so please reserve places. Contact Matthew Roberts via 

01928 592 405 or mroberts@haltonsthelensvca.org.uk  

St. Marie’s Rugby Players   

Saturday 14th Sept, 2:00pm – 4:00pm.  

St Marie’s, Lugsdale Road, Widnes. WA8 6DB 

www.stmarieschurch.com  

Saturday 14th Sept, 10:00am - 4:00pm 

St Luke’s Parish Church, Farnworth  

  



 

St. Mary’s Church open for visitors 

Saturday 14th Sept, 10:00am – 3:00pm 

St. Mary’s Church, Church Road, Hale Village 

www.saintmaryshale.com 

The church will be open from 10am to 3pm 

for visitors to look round. There will be 

displays of old photographs of Hale and also 

from other groups within Hale. Refreshments will be available throughout the 

day. Possible trips up the tower at specified times. 

People Power – The Role of Women in World War 2  

Saturday 14th Sept, Church open 10:00am – 4:00pm, talk 1:00pm 

St Peters Church, Aston Lane, Sutton Weaver, Runcorn WA7 3DB 

To support the national theme of People 

Power, we have decided to highlight the 

role of women in World War 2.  The 

church will be open from 10.00 – 4.00 

and have relevant displays, including 

details of its own history.  At 1.00, our 

Reader Philip Littlemore will give a talk 

on the subject, to bring the displays to 

life.  A self-guided tour of the 

churchyard is available which also highlights the devastating damage caused 

during the war to this Grade 1 listed building.  Refreshments will be available 

throughout the day. 



 Catalyst Heritage Open Days  

Saturday 14th & Sunday 15th Sept, 10:00am - 5:00pm  

Catalyst Science Discovery Centre & Museum  

www.catalyst.org.uk  

Free access to the Centre (workshops must be paid for).  

See the new Baker Gallery which charts the history of the production of 

chlorine at Castner Kellner Works in Runcorn since 1897, led by local 

chemist Harry Baker. 

A Brunner exhibition which explains the story of the great chemical 

industrialist, Sir John Brunner, who worked in the Catalyst building with 

Ludwig Mond  in the 1860s and who was one of the benefactors who

funded and opened the Runcorn-Widnes Transporter Bridge in 1905. 

A community led exhibition of local people's memorabilia celebrating 

the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing in 1969. 

Preston Brook and District 

History Group 

Saturday 14th Sept,  

1:30pm - 4:00pm 

Hatton Show, Daresbury Village  

A display to celebrate ‘Our Gallant Heroes’ who fought in WW1, were 

awarded gallantry medals and returned home safely. 



 
An Agricultural Tour through the Parish of Daresbury  

Wednesday 18th Sept, 7:30pm  

Lewis Carroll Centre, All Saints’ Church, Daresbury WA4 4AE  

www.ddhg.org.uk  

Come and hear the story of an 

‘Agricultural Tour’ through the parish in 

the 1850’s.  Myra will tell us all about it 

and compare the farming community 

then to the way it is now. 

‘125 Years of Manchester Ship Canal’ and ‘An Agricultural 

Tour through the Parish’ 

Saturday 14th Sept, 1:30pm - 4:00pm  

Hatton Show, Daresbury Village  

www.ddhg.org.uk  

This year we celebrate 125 years since the 

opening of Manchester Ship Canal.  This 

display looks at the construction, opening 

and impact it had on the villagers of the 

parish.  Additionally, we have tried to recreate an agricultural tour that went 

through the parish in the 1850’s, visiting some of the local farms. 

We also celebrate ‘Our Gallant Heroes’ - the men from the parish of Daresbury 

who fought in WW1, were decorated with gallantry medals and returned home 

safely. 



 

West to East Across the Parish  

Saturday 21st Sept, time TBC  

www.ddhg.org.uk  

Come and join us for a walk across 

the parish from west to east, along 

the Bridgewater Canal.   

Beginning in Preston Brook, we will 

follow the towpath for about 5 miles 

to Acton Grange.  

Please bring a packed lunch and wear appropriate clothing.  

Please email Sue Lancaster the_lancasters@hotmail.com after September 1st. 

Lewis Carroll and the Daresbury Connection 

Sunday 15th & Sunday 22nd Sept, 2:00pm - 4:00pm.  

All Saints Church and Lewis Carroll Centre, Daresbury WA4 4AE  

www.lewiscarrollcentre.org.uk  

Join a guided tour and find out 

how ‘Alice in Wonderland’ is 

connected to Daresbury when 

you visit All Saints Church and 

the Lewis Carroll Centre.  



Norton Priory Museum & Gardens  

Wednesday 18th Sept, 10:00am - 5:00pm.  

Norton Priory Museum & Gardens, Tudor 

Road, Manor Park, Runcorn WA7 1BD  

www.nortonpriory.org  

Free Entry to Norton Priory Museum & 

Gardens, including the Medieval ruins, 

woodland walks, Georgian walled garden and pear orchard.  

Discover 900 years of history through interactive displays, and enjoy the natural 

environment. Café and free parking available at the Museum.  

 
End of Summer Day  
Sunday 22nd Sept,  

10:00am - 4:30pm 

The Visitors Hub, Algernon Street 

Dukesfield Runcorn WA7 1ER  

www. unlockruncorn.org  

Come and join us for an end of 

summer fun heritage day. Where you can learn more about our Bold and 

exciting project unlockruncorn. As we aim to reconnect the bridgewater canal 

to the M.S.C. And beyond. 

We have food, BBQ, drinks, Bar, hot and cold drinks. Stalls, tombola, raffles, 

displays and exhibits. Guided walks / talks, and films, of the historic 

bridgewater canal. And much more. 

We are inviting all our Halton Heritage Partners along, So whatever your 

interests are we are sure there will be something to sail your boat.  



St Laurence’s Parish Church   

13 - 22 Sept, 10:00am - 4:00pm (Sundays 1:00pm - 3:00pm).  

Church Road, Frodsham WA6 6AD  

Grade I listed church of Norman origin, extended in 14thC/15thC. Photographic 

Exhibition by Frodsham & District Photographic Society: ‘People Power’. Drop in 

guided tours of the building Saturday 21 September and Sunday 22 September. 

Castle Park Arts Centre   

13th to 15th & 19th to 22nd Sept, 10:00am - 4:00pm.  

Off Fountain Lane, Castle Park, Frodsham  WA6 6SE  

Refurbished Victorian coach-house and stables of the former estate. Free 

entrance to exhibitions. Adjacent to public park designed by Edward Kemp in 

1855.  

Queens Head Hotel  

13th to 22nd Sept, 10:30am - 11:00pm.  92 Main Street, Frodsham WA6 7AR  

Frodsham’s oldest inn, given a new façade in the early 19thC. Rear yard contains 

stable, coach-house and Quaker Meeting House from 1813.  

Ring O’Bells 

 13th to 15th and 18th to 22nd Sept, 10:00am - 11:00pm.  

2 Bellemonte Road, Frodsham WA6 6BS  

Grade II listed building probably 17thC, original timber framing in bar. It retains 

small rooms, low ceilings typical of a true ‘public house’.  

Bear’s Paw Hotel  

13th to 22nd Sept, 11:30am - 11:00pm.  127 Main Street, Frodsham WA6 7AF  

Former coaching inn. Original inscribed keystone over entrance porch dated 

1632. Douglas & Minshull reinstated stone mullion windows in 1903-04.  

Heritage Open Day venues in Frodsham  



 For full, national listings of all Heritage Open Day events, visit: 

www.heritageopendays.org.uk  

New booklet available now from the Halton Heritage Partnership  


